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THE BARONIES OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 

By Henry A. M. Smith. 

The term "Barony," as frequently used in relation to 
estates in South Carolina, has been both misunderstood and 
misapplied. It did not mean merely an estate of a large 
number of acres, nor was it a "barony" although held by a 
person however wealthy or prominent unless he was one 
who, by his official dignity in the province, was entitled 
to< hold a barony. 

According to the Fundamental Constitutions as originally 
adopted by the Lords Proprietors, a signiory and a barony 
consisted each of twelve thousand acres. 1 A "signiory" 
was the estate of a Proprietor, and each of the eight Pro- 
prietors was entitled to a signiory in each county. A 
"barony" was the estate of a Landgrave or a Cassique. 
Each Landgrave ( and there was to be one for each county) 
was to have four baronies, and each Cassique (and there 
were to be two- for each county) was to* have two*. 2 The 
term barony was thus in strictness applicable only to the 
estate of twelve thousand acres granted to' either a Land- 
grave or a Cassique as an estate attached to his title and 
dignity. With the passing of the dominion of the Lords 
Proprietors, when the Crown took over the colony, there 
passed also the existence of Proprietors, and the provisions 
for Landgraves and Cassiques. 

'Carroll's Hist. Coll. of S. C, Vol, 2, p. 363. 
2 Ibid, p. 364. 
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No more such dignities were conferred and lands could 
be no longer granted as signiories or baronies. 

As the Proprietors transferred their interests to the 
Crown in 1729, for an estate to- have been strictly a barony 
it must have been either actually granted or agreed to be 
granted before that date to either a Landgrave or a 
Cassique. 

I. 

THE ASHLEY BARONY. 

The Ashley Barony, so called, was properly the "Sig- 
niory" in Berkeley County granted to the Earl of Shafts- 
bury, one of the Proprietors. 

Of all the Proprietors who- embarked in the enterprise of 
developing the magnificent territory in North America un- 
dertaken to be given to them by King Charles II, none took 
a more active and zealous interest than Anthony Lord 
Ashley, afterwards Earl of Shaftsbury. In addition to 
his contribution to the common stock or capital subscribed 
by the several Proprietors, he endeavored on his own part, 
and as his individual undertaking, to' take up estates and 
cultivate and settle plantations. 

He at one time contemplated coming out in person and 
joining in the settlement. 

In the very first instructions given by the Lords Pro- 
prietors to Gov r William Sayle, in charge of the intended 
settlement, and dated 26 th July, 1669, they direct him: 3 
"12. Yo" are to cause y" Land to be laid out in 
"Squares containeing each 12000 acres, every of w ch 
"Squares that shall be taken up by a Propriet 1 ' is to 
"be a Signiory. And each Square that shall be taken 
"up by a Landgrave or Cassique is to be a Barrony, 
"and each of those squares w* shall be taken up or 
"planted on by any of the people shall be a Collony, 
"And reserved wholly for y e use of y e people as they 
"come to setle, keeping the proporcon of twenty- 
"fower Collonyes to eight Signorys & eight Bar- 
"ronyes." 
'Collection of S. C. Hist. Soc, Vol. 5, p. 121. 
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These instructions were in accordance with the provis- 
ions of the Fundamental Constitutions, but it was much 
easier to prescribe methods of survey and plotting on paper 
in England than carry them out on the spot amid the 
rivers, swamps, morasses and forests of South Carolina. 

It was never attempted. To lay out the territory as pre- 
scribed was wholly beyond the means or the power of the 
infant settlement. 

For purposes of common defence and of common sup- 
port it was necessary that the settlers should be in as close 
proximity and touch with each other as was compatible with 
the pursuit of their occupations, and as soon as the settle- 
ment was established grants of land were made preferably 
in close neighborhood. 

In the case of Carolina, when the lands nearest the main 
settlement — Charles Town — were taken up, the more dis- 
tant lands were granted out, but on no discernible system. 
Grants of land were as a rule made irregularly and in spots, 
as suited the fancy or selection of the person receiving the 
grant. 

The land in South Carolina was not laid out nor taken 
up in squares, nor were signories and baronies of 12000 
acres laid out for the Proprietors, Landgraves and Cas- 
siques. The grants at first were for comparatively small 
amounts in acres. The first grant for so large an acreage 
as exceeded 5,000 acres, is the grant of this Signiory to the 
Earl of Shaftsbury. 

A small tract of land, or plantation, was settled at the 
very beginning for the joint account of the Proprietors on 
the west (or south) side of the Ashley River, where the 
present village of Marysville stands. 

This, however, was settled more to be worked as a farm 
or plantation for the purpose of supplying food, of ex- 
perimenting on proposed objects of agriculture, and of 
demonstrating to the settlers the method of profitably utiliz- 
ing their lands. 

Lord Ashley very early took steps to have a signiory 
allotted to him, to be cultivated as his individual estate. 
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On 15 th De< ', 1671, he wrote to Sir John Yeamans, then 
just appointed Governor of the Province.* 

"I desire you would doe me the particular kindnesse to 
"take with you M r Mathews my Deputy M r West and 
"Captain Halsted if hee be there and with them take 
"up for me a Colony of 12000 Acres in some conve- 
"nient healthy fruitful place upon Ashley River." 

And on the next day — the 16 th December, 1671 — he 
wrote to' Capt. Halsted : 5 

"I have writt to Sir John Yeamans to take you and 
"M r Mathews with him and to take me up a Colony on 
"Ashley River I would have it a commodiouse pleas- 
"ant Place in a healthy and fruiteful soyle wherein I 
"very much depend upon your skill and assistance." 

On the same day he wrote to M r Maurice Mathews, noti- 
fying him that he had appointed him his Deputy in South 
Carolina, 6 and, 

"In particular I desire you would consult with Sir 
"John Yeamans and that he and you would togeather 
"lay out for me 12000 of fruitefull healthy Land in the 
"most convenient place for a pleasant seat upon the 
"River Ashley" 

The formal appointment of Maurice Mathews as Deputy 
for Lord Ashley bears date 18 th Deer., 1671.' 

On 15 th Jany., 167^, Lord Ashley wrote to M r 
Mathews : s 

"The bearer hereof M r Man is one whom I have 
"sent over with a designe to 1 imploy there ; and 'tis not 
"unlikely he may be an assistant to you in the man- 
"agement of that Plantation I desire to* have theire 
"upon my owne private account, the care and gov- 
ernment whereof I intend to intrust to you as my chief 
"overseer." 

*Ibid, p. 362. ~~~ 

5 Ibid, p. 365. 
'Ibid, p. 363. 
'Ibid, p. 362. 
'Ibid, p. 375. 
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And again on 20" 1 June, 1672, (having in the mean- 
time been created Earl of Shaftsbury) he wrote to 
Mathews :" 

"I desire you to choose out for me a commodious 
"Signiory to plant on when I am sattisfied of your 
"choice I intend to stock it and to lay out a good deale 
"of money in making a Plantation for myself e, the 
"ordering whereof I intend to commit to your care." 

And on 25"' June, 1672, to M' Joseph West:" 

"I would alsoe desire your care in the choice of a 
"Signiory for me either on Ashley or Cooper River in 
"a place of the greatest pleasantness and advantage 
"for health and profitt which must be where there is 
"high Ground neare a navigable River and if it be 
"above the tydes flowing 'tis the better." 

Matthews had some time prior to these letters made an 
exploration of the Ashley River, which he had described 
in a letter to Lord Ashley, dated 30 th August, 1671." He 
went by land towards the head of the river : 

"About 30 miles or more vpwards wee came Among 
"the Cussoo Indians our friends ; with whome I had 
"been twice before ; from whome taking a point of 
"the Compass We steered towards the head of the 
"river; y' after noone as wee traviled we found Cypress 
"trees innumerable, very tall and large, they y* have 
"ye best skill here say it is the very best sort itt was 
"not above 3 hours before wee came to the river 
"which wee found very narrow & betweene & upon 
"A continued Rock Like Barbadoes sandstone, there 
"about We saw Ceedar & Cypress in noe small numb ; 
"this done wee came home & y e next day after went 
"up again by Watter in A boate and in one tide went 
"up farther then the aforesaide shallop had been. Be- 
"tween 20 or 30 mile up from y e Towne in this Journey 

"Ibid, p. 399. 
"Ibid, p. 406. 
"Ibid, p. 335. 
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"we saw severall excellent savanas containing A vast 
"quantity of Land; in one about 500 Acres wee saw 
"elide & y 4 which wee call in England Withy : y e 
"marshes of each side cease ; & the river is wholly be- 
"tweene & upon A Rock, very good Land, timber 
"abundance & cheifly while oakes, Cedar much near 
"y* water side, & not a little Cypress, when wee went 
"up About 60 miles from the rivers mouth wee were 
"stopt by trees y 1 Lay thwart y e River throwne downe 
"by weather or fallen by age, wee did severall times 
"carry our boate over the trees; but y" Tide spent and 
"night approaching- & our victuals not soe much as 
"wee thought wee came back." 

The instructions of the Earl to* Matthews were carried 
out, for at a meeting of the Grand Council, held March 4 th , 
1672/3," it is entered that, 

"Capt : Maurice Matthews reports that he has 
"marked 12000 acres of land for my Lord Ashley on 
"the first bluff bank upon the first Indian plantacon on 
"the right hand in the Westerne branch of the North 
"river commonly called y* Mulberry tree ; and alsoe a 
"sevanoe with the land about it for about 3 or four 
"miles above the passable tree that lyes over Ashley 
"river both which the Grand Councill have resolved be 
"so reserved till further orders." 

The location of the "passable tree" in March, 1672/3, 
cannot be now definitely settled. It was no doubt one of 
the trees encountered by Matthews in August, 1671, which 
lay "thwart" the river. If the land so marked by him and 
reserved by the Grand Council was the same as afterwards 
granted to the Earl of Shaftsbury, then if it ran three or 
four miles above the passable tree, it would place that tree 
at about the "Booshooe" bluff, the site of the future vil- 
lage of Dorchester, where the old fort now stands. Here 
the river narrows considerably, and while, for some distance 
below, the marl (which Matthews likens to "Barbadoes 

"Journal of Grand Council, published by Hist. Com", of S. C. p. SS. 
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sandstone") is evident first on one bank and then on the 
other, yet at Dorchester and above the river runs "wholly" 
between banks of marl in a bed scooped, as it were, out of 
the marl. 

The land reserved on the western branch of the Cooper 
River at the "Mulberry tree" was not granted to the Earl 
of Shaftsbury; but was in 1679 granted to another Pro- 
prietor, Sir Peter Colleton." 

On the 18 th March, 1675, a formal grant for 12,000 
acres on Ashley River was issued to Anthony, Earl of 
Shaftsbury, which supposedly included the land marked by 
Matthews and reserved by the Grand Council in March, 
1672/3" 

For some reason the Earl of Shaftsbury does not seem 
at first to have taken very kindly to 1 his signiory on Ashley 
River, but inclined to establish himself elsewhere. 

On 23 d May, 1674, he writes to M r West: 15 

"Though by the great tracts of land taken up upon 
"Ashley River; whereby there is little convenience left 
"to- those who would come thither, and that smale care 
"was taken by the people there to set apart for me a 
"comodious Siginory who had designed to come and 
"plant amongst them. I am driven to seeke out some 
"other new place to setle in." 

And on the same day to Maurice Matthews : 16 

"My thoughts were to have planted on Ashley 
"River but the people tooke soe little care to allow 
"or provide me any accomodacon neare them having 
"taken up for themselves all the best conveniencies on 
"that river and left me not a tolerable Place to plant 
"on nearer then two Miles from the Water that I am 
"forced to seeke out in another place and resolve to 
"take me a Signiory at Edisto River." 

"Grant Bk., Vol. 38, p. IS. 

14 Grant Bk., Vol. 38, p. 1. 

"Collection Hist. Society of S. C, Vol. 5, p. 446. 

"Ibid, p. 448. 
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The place selected by him was on Edisto Island (then 
called Locke Island), and the person selected to take it up 
was M r Andrew Percivall. Percivall seems to have been 
some sort of connection of the Earl of Shaftsbury. In the 
letter to Matthews the Earl describes Percivall as one 1 ' 

"Who hath a Relacon to my Family." 
Percivall was not only to take up a signiory for the 
Earl, 18 but he was also to make a settlement there for the 
Lords Proprietors, and was to- be independent of the Gov- 
ernment at the settlement on Ashley River. 19 

M r Henry Woodward was directed to treat with the 
Indians of Edisto for the island and buy it of them. 20 

This projected settlement at Edisto Island seems to have 
soon been abandoned. It was difficult enough to protect 
and keep going the infant settlement at Ashley River, and 
another small independent community was impossible. 
Even as late as 1686, after the Province had had sixteen 
years of growth, the Spaniards were able, with the assist- 
ance of their Indian allies, to destroy the Scotch settlement 
at Port Royal and ravage and plunder the plantations on 
Edisto Island. 

It is probable that Percivall himself on his arrival in the 
Province recognized the futility of the projected enterprise. 
Nothing seems to have been done on Edisto Island, and the 
only lasting reminiscence of this plan of the Earl's is the 
following, which the writer gives only as a suggestion, 
viz. : from time as long as oral tradition can go that part of 
Edisto Island nearest the mainland on the South Edisto 
River has been known as the "borough." No explana- 
tion of the use of the term as applied to that part of the 
Island has ever been given to or found by the writer, and he 
has only been able to conjecture that it originated in this 
scheme of the Earl of Shaftsbury, in 1674, for an inde- 
pendent settlement and town on Edisto Island. 

The Ashley River signiory seems then to have been 

"Ibid, p. 448. 
"Ibid, p. 443. 
"Ibid, p. 443. 
'"Ibid, p. 445. 
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taken up and placed in charge of Percivall as early at least 
as October, 1674. 

Henry Woodward, in his account of his Westoe voy- 
age, written to> the Earl under date of 31 st December, 
1674, states that he began his voyage from the head of 
Ashley River on 10'" October, 1674. 21 

"Haveing received notice at Charles Towne from M r 
"Percyvall y' strangle Indians were arrived at y r 
"L" sll " >8 Plantation, Immediately I went up in y' 
"yawle were I found according to my former con- 
"jecture in all probability that they were y e Westoes 

"The tenth of Oct 11 " being Saturday in y e afternoon I 
"accordingly set forth * * We travelled y e remain- 
"ing part of y e afternoon West & by North through 
"y r L"ships land towards y e head of Ashley River pass- 
"ing divers tracks of excellent oake and Hickery land 
"w" 1 divers spatious Savanas * * * * y e weather 
"continuing wett wee tooke up our quarters having 
"steered exactly by Compass from St Giles Plantation 
"according to y e forenamed Course." 

After describing his voyage, which lasted into Novem- 
ber, he adds : 

"& y" 6 th of y Instant in safety I arrived at yo' Hon" 
"Plantation at y' Head of Ashley River." 

The formal grant of the Signiory of 12,000 acres is 
dated 18"' March, 1675. 

The Earl seems to have thought it advisable to establish 
his title by a purchase from the Indians occupying the land. 
The Cussoe, or Kussoe, or Cussoo, Indians occupied the 
territory on the south-west side of the Ashley River near 
its head, about opposite Booshooe, or the future village of 
Dorchester, over to the Edisto River and down to Stono 
River. On 10 th March, 1675, a c ' eec l °f grant was obtained 22 
from 

"Ibid, p. 456. 

"Office Hist. Com" Blc, 1683-1690, p. 10. 
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"Wee the Cassiques naturell Born Hears & Sole own- 

"ers & proprietors of great & lesser Cussoe lying on the 

"River of Kyewah the River of Stonoe & the freshes 

"of the River of Edistoh" 

of all the territory called 'great & lesser Cussoe.' to the Right 

Honourable Anthony Earl of Shaftsbur.y, Lord Baron 

Ashley of Wimborne, St. Gyles, Lord Cooper of Pawlett, 

and the rest of the Lords Proprietors. The consideration 

was "a valuable parcel of cloth, beads and other goods and 

manufactures." 

King Charles II had already granted the land irrespec- 
tive of the claims of the existing occupants. The Earl of 
Shaftsbury supplemented this grant by a peaceful title from 
Indians. 

In so doing he preceded William Penn, whose celebrated 
treaty and purchase was in 1682. Penn obtained a grant 
from King Charles II for the great domain of Pennsyl- 
vania in like manner as the Proprietors of Carolina had ob- 
tained their grant. Following the example of Shaftsbury 
in the case of the Cussoe Indians, Penn also obtained a 
title by purchase from the Delaware Indians, the Lenni- 
Lenape. The consideration paid in each case was, so to 
say, trifling when compared to the territory acquired. Un- 
fortunately for Shaftsbury, he has had no- historian, and 
especially no- Benjamin West. A huge live oak at the Cus- 
soe settlement would have become as famous as the elm tree 
at Shakamaxon, and Shaftsbury (or Percivall for him) 
might well have been depicted with a benignant smile ex- 
tending to a number of unclothed red men a few strings of 
blue grass beads as the price of their homes and heritage. 

The signiory was called St. Giles (the Earl of Shafts- 
bury was Lord Baron Ashley of Wimborne, St. Giles, and 
the family seat was St. Giles in Dorsetshire) or Cussoe. 
On 9" 1 June, 1675, the Earl addresses a letter to "M r Per- 
civall at St. Giles Plantacon on Ashley river in Carolina. "'* 

The Earl also forwarded settlements in his neighborhood. 

Andrew Percivall himself took up a grant for 2,000 acres 

2S ColIecf' Hist. Soc. of S. C, Vol. 5, p. 465. 
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a few miles higher up Ashley River at a place called "The 
Ponds," but by him "Weston Hall." 

Jacob Waight, a quaker, recommended by the Earl to the 
Governor and Council in a letter dated 9" June, 1675, took 
out a grant for 764 acres on Ashley River south of and 
adjoining to the signiory. 

John Smith, also recommended by the Earl, 14 th June, 
1674, and afterwards created a Cassique by the Lords 
Proprietors, took out a grant for 1,800 acres at Booshooe, 
(afterwards Dorchester) on the Ashley River opposite the 
signiory ; and Robert Smith, also highly recommended by 
the Earl, took out a grant for 600 acres on the Ashley 
River, also opposite the signiory, at the place afterwards 
known as Oak Forrest. 

It will thus appear how active the Earl of Shaftsbury 
was in his endeavours to settle the colony. 

At a meeting of the Grand Council held 14" 1 July, 1677, 
it was resolved 24 

"that if any of the nation of the Westoes happen 
"at any time henceforth to arrive upon the Borders of 
"this settlement either by the way of St. Gyles als 
"Cussoe, the plantation of M r Andrew Percivall, or 
"the plantation of Capt. William Walley managed by 
"M r James Moore or by the way of Sewee where the 
"Sewee Indians are seated, that the said M r Percivall 
"and y e said M r Moore as the said Westoes shall hap- 
"pen to come to their habitations or pass through their 
"Plantations doe take care to lett them know that they 
"are not to proceed farther into the settlement." 

And at another meetting of the Council I st June, 1680, 
it was resolved that: 25 

"Capt ffuller shall take and receive into- his care and 

"Custodie y e publick powder att Cussoe house there 

"fonnerlie Intrusted under y e care of M r Andrew 

"Peircevall" 

The Earl of Shaftsbury was forced to fly from England 

^Journal of Grand Council, p. 82. 
25 Ibid, p. 84. 
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in 1682 and died in exile 21 st January, 1683. His troubles 
and difficulties at home no doubt put an end to- his efforts 
and expenditures on his Carolina investment. To what 
extent he settled it and where was the exact site of "Cussoe" 
house, it is impossible now to say. Probably it was at the 
spot where Wragg afterwards established his residence. 
The map attached to' the grant is non-existent, or at least 
is not to be found among the records in Columbia,. 

The earliest map known is that niade in 1716 by Col: 
Herbert, when the property was sold to^ Wragg. The prop- 
erty at the Earl's death supposedly descended to> his son, 
the second Earl, at whose death it went to the latter's eldest 
son, the third Earl, who, on the 20 th July, 1698, transferred 
his proprietorship, including the signiory of St. Giles, to his 
brother, the Honourable Maurice Ashley. What was done 
with the estate in the meantime in the way of utilizing 
it does not appear. 

Andrew Percivall returned to England in 1694 and ap- 
pears to have soon after died there. 26 

On 3" August, 1 71 7, the Honourable Maurice Ashley 
conveyed the property to Samuel Wragg. 

M' Samuel Wragg was a merchant of means and 
standing, who had been for some time connected with the 
Province. As early as 1712 he was a member of the Pro- 
vincial House of Commons, and in April, 171 7, had been 
appointed a member of the Council under the Proprietory 
Government in Governor Robert Johnson's administration. 
On acquiring the property, or just before, he had in No- 
vember, 1716, a plat made of it by Col : John Herbert. 

Shortly after acquiring the property he subdivided it. 
On 6 th August, 1720, he conveyed to Jacob Satur, 2 ' for 
£300 sterling, 3,000 acres, and on the same day he con- 
veyed, also for £300 sterling, 3,000 acres to Alexander 
Skene, 28 retaining 6,000 acres for himself, on which he es- 
tablished his residence. 

At his death in 1750 the property went to his son, Wil- 
liam Wragg, who was one of the most eminent and opulent 

'"Collection S. C. Hist. Soc, Vol. S, p. 440. 
2, M. C. O. Charleston. Bk. D, p. 7 
28 Ibid, p. 317. 



Wm. Wragg Smith left illegitmate children* 
who are now living in New York, claiming his 
name, and that of his father - this name should 
be Hedley. Wm. Wragg Smith made his will 
31 Dec. 1867 proved 28 Fay, 1875. Leaves all 
his property to Mary Theresa Hedley and his 
natural children by her. 
Mary T. Hedley qualified as executrix. 

Probate Court Charleston. S. C, 

Book P - oage 13? 

(signed) M. L # Webber 

These heirs sold the Barony in 1927 
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citizens of the Province. He had been educated in England 
and filled many of the prominent posts in the Province, was 
a member of the Provincial House of Commons and of his 
Majesty's Council, was appointed Chief Justice, but declined 
the office. 

He was a consistent and loyal supporter of the Crown 
in the struggle preceding the Revolution. For his attitude, 
and especially his refusal to> sign the non-importation agree- 
ment, he was by the General Committee, appointed by the 
Revolutionary Provincial Congress, ordered to confine him- 
self to his barony on Ashley River. He was later compelled 
to leave the Province. On his voyage to Europe in 1777, 
the vessel was wrecked near the coast of Holland, and he 
was drowned whilst endeavoring to save the life of an in- 
fant son. 

A small tablet to his memory is on the wall of Westmin- 
ster Abbey. 

At his death the property passed to his son, William, 
who left two daughters, one of whom married the Hon. 
William Loughton Smith, some time member of Congress 
from South Carolina, and also at one time Minister from 
the United States to the Court of Portugal. To the latter's 
son, William Wragg Smith, the property went. M r Wil- 
liam Wragg Smith was a gentleman of education and 
culture, who' contributed by his investigations and publica- 
tions to the knowledge of the botany of the low country of 
South Carolina. He died in 1875 without children, the 
property having continued in the same family 158 years, 
from 1717 to 1875. 

The family residence was, it is said, destroyed in 1865 
during the civil war. After that it became the site of a 
phosphate mining establishment, so that the old garden, 
fish ponds, etc., around the old house have been practically 
obliterated, and the whole spot marred by the remnants 
of the old sheds and machinery, and an unseemly heap of 
detritus washed off the phosphate in its preparation for 
market. A few handsome oak trees survive. The family 
graveyard is on the edge of the high land between the site 
of the old mansion and the river. There are the remains 
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of an old brick fence around the graveyard. In the north- 
east corner are the broken parts of the foundation of a 
monument. On this once lay a thin marble slab. This slab 
(in 1899) was broken into small pieces which, when put 
together, showed the following inscription: 

Under this Marble 
lieth the Body of Samuel Wragg Esquire 

who 

Having in 171 7 purchased the Tract of Land 

called Ashley Barony 

and 

dying the ***** day of November 1750 

******** ve Directions 

To have h * * * * mains deposited in this Part of it. 

The filial Piety of William Wrag"g 

towards the best of Fathers 

caused this inscription to be made 

In the centre of the lot was a truncated marble pyramid 
which had been overturned and lay on its side, and on 
which was the following: 

Here lie the Remains of 

M rs Henrietta Wragg 

who died on the 3 rd day of January 

1802 aged 64 years and 28 days 

She was the widow of 

William Wragg Esq r 

who on his passage from 

Charleston to Europe in 1777 

was cast away on the coast of 

Holland and .drowned. 

Here are also deposited 

the remains of 

William Wragg Esq r 

Son of the above mentioned 

William and Henrietta 

Wragg 

who departed this life on the 

6 th day of August 1803 
aged 33 years and 7 months 
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And in the northwest corner is a slab on a, brick founda- 
tion with the following: 

M rs W ra Loughton Smith 

Born May 14 th 1774. Died Feby 6 th 1852 

To' the fondest of mothers 

Elizabeth Wragg 
Born March 17 th 1773. Died May 24'" 1849 
In memory of a Kind and affectionate Aunt 

M™ E. O. Lowndes and W" Wragg Smith have conse- 
crated this spot. 

At the death of M' William Wragg Smith, in 1875, the 
estate was substantially in extent as it had been retained 
and established by Samuel Wragg the original purchaser. 
Two pieces had been conveyed away, viz, in 1766 William 
Wragg had conveyed off some 1,082 acres from 
the southeastern portion, which was subsequently known as 
the "Salt Hill" plantation, and about the same time, or a 
little later, a plantation of some 600 acres on the Ashley 
River was also separated from the estate. This last became 
the "Uxbridge" plantation, the residence of the Hon. John 
Matthews, Governor of the State in 1783. 

By the census of 1790 it appears that, notwithstanding 
the ravages of the war, William Wragg still had settled on 
his barony some 200 slaves. 

Owing to the long ownership by the Wragg family the 
property was sometimes referred to as the Wragg barony ; 
its proper title was as has been stated the "Signiory of St. 
Giles," although commonly styled the Ashley Barony. 

Alexander Skene, to whom Samuel Wragg sold 3,000 
acres in 1721, was also a man of prominence in the 
Province. 

He had originally come from Barbados and was a mem- 
ber of the Council with Samuel Wragg in 171 7, and after- 
wards took a prominent part in the overthrow of the Pro- 
prietary Government in 1720. He early conveyed away a 
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tract of 1,000 acres from: the southern part of his purchase 
to William Douglas, 29 who transferred it to John Walter, 
of Woking Park or Tooting, County Surrey, England, and 
in 1727 he also conveyed 300 acres to Thomas Gadsden, 30 
the ancestor of the Gadsden family of South Carolina. 

The 1,300 acres remaining Skene continued to hold. He 
apparently called his plantation "New Skene," 31 and at his 
death it passed to his son, John Skene. 

John Skene died in 1768. He bequeathed to the Commis- 
sioners of Fortifications 32 

"All my Great Guns for the use of the Magazine 
"and Fort at Dorchester, Reserving to' the officers (for 
"the time being) of the St Georges Troop the Liberty 
"of using them on any Public day Especially on his 
"Majesty's birthday and the 23 rd of April" 

To Miss Judith Wragg he bequeathed his gold watch 
and seal with "my clear Mother's Coat of Arms, viz' — a 
Buck's head the Motto Lucio sed no Uro" (sic); to the 
church wardens . of St. George's Parish, his large silver 
cup and his large Bible with brass clasps; his other large 
Bible to the Parish Library. 

His real and personal property he devised to his friend, 
William Wragg, Esq. William Wragg in 1770 sold the 
1,300 acres to William Haggatt, who renamed it "Haggatt 
Hall." William Haggatt was an Englishman, who mar- 
ried Elizabeth Walter, the daughter of William Walter, 
and grand daughter of John Walter, of Woking Park. She 
had been educated in England, where she married Haggatt. 

After Haggatt's death the property was acquired by 
Samuel. Wainwright, who further subdivided it, conveying 
off 200 acres to William Morgan, and also disposing of 
398 acres opposite the Town of Dorchester, which was sub- 
sequently owned by Thomas Waring, of Pine Hill, and 
called the "Laurels." The remaining 700 acres Samuel 
Wainwright in 1784 devised to his nephew, Richard Wain- 

29 M. C. O. Charleston, Bk. P, p. 53. 

"Ibid, Bk. I, p. 178. 

"Memo. Bk., Vol. 5, p. 129. 

32 Prob. Ct. Charleston, Bk. 1761-1777, p. 235. 
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wright, as "Haggatt Hall." The name Haggatt Hall still 
survives locally, but corrupted to "Hackett's Hill." 

The 1,000 acres acquired by John Walter was called 
"Wampee" plantation, and was devised to his son, William. 
John Walter owned considerable real estate in South Caro- 
lina, viz. : a plantation called "Red Bank," on the Cooper 
River, and a tract of 12,000 acres, called Walter's Barony, 
on Day's Creek, or New River, in Granville, now Beaufort 
County. William Walter devised the "Wampee" planta- 
tion to his son, John Alleyne Walter, who> was for a time 
a lieutenant in Col. William Moultrie's regiment, and mar- 
ried Jane Oliphant, the daughter of D r David Oliphant, 
a member of the Council of Safety, a prominent figure in 
the Revolutionary councils, and director of the general 
hospital in the Continental army under Lincoln at the 
siege oi Charleston. 

The 3,000 acres sold to Jacob Satur soon underwent 
great subdivision. Satur was a merchant, and disposed of 
it rapidly, selling the bulk in 1721 to William Wallace for 
£5,900 currency, equivalent to about £843 sterling, and 
the tract was broken up into comparatively small planta- 
tions, which frequently changed hands. 

The other plantations, viz., Wragg's, Uxbridge, Salt Hill. 
Haggatt Hall, The Laurels, Wampee, and the 300 acres of 
Gadsden, remained practically intact as estates until the 
close of the civil war — that political, financial and social 
cataclysm which completely broke up the landed system and 
society of low-country South Carolina. 

The map published with this article is a map showing 
the lines of the signiory according to Col. Herbert's map of 
1716, with the later subdivisions and adjacent roads and 
settlements. 



